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which became involved in the Babington-Ballard Plot for the deliverance
of the imprisoned Queen of Scots, and with the rest, he perished on the
scaffold, 20th September, 1586. It may be added that the assassination
part of the conspiracy had no approval or support whatever from young
Habington and his immediate set. The liberation of the Scottish Andro-
meda was alone the object of this Perseian band. Hindlip Hall or Castle
seems to have been built about 1572, and at the time when Fr. Oldcorne
arrived there, or a little later, the mansion had become a perfect rabbit-
warren of secret hiding-places and modes of escape. Trap-doors, sliding
panels, secret staircases and curiously constructed retreats and egresses
existed everywhere, while the house itself, standing as it did upon an
eminence, enabled the inmates to observe the approach of suspicious or un-
welcome strangers. Most of these ingenious, but necessary, contrivances
of the penal days, were the work of Brother Nicholas Owen, S J., a famous
joiner, and they, like others of the kind up and down the country, are a
lasting memorial of the straits our Catholic forefathers were so long put
to, to safeguard the Mass and the other rites and beliefs of the ancient
Faith.1 Fr. Oldcorne remained at Hindlip sixteen years, and during that
time is said to have reconciled many persons to the Church, including the
Squire's sister, Dorothy Habington. That lady, from her long residence
at the Court of Queen Elizabeth, had imbibed the fanatical Calvinism which
characterized the established religion towards the end of the Queen's
reign, and she was, needless to add, a bitter enemy of everything that
savoured of the old Church. By much prayer and fasting, Fr. Oldcorne
won over this unlikely convert, who is reported to have deeply bewailed
her long obduracy and the blindness which had robbed her of the many
consolations of the true Faith.2
Fr. Oldcorne's missionary journeys took him to the extemes of Wor-
cestershire, and far beyond it. To these incessant labours is attributed
a severe ulceration which caused the zealous priest much distress. Devotion
to the ancient British Saint led him to go on a pilgrimage to St Winifred's
Well, which pious journey the relaxation of the penal laws after the accession
of James I made possible. When on the way to the Well, he is said to
have stayed at the house of a great Catholic family, presumably the
Mostyns of Talacre, where the Chaplain showed him a stone which had
been taken from the miraculous fountain. The afflicted priest forthwith
applied this stone to his wound, at the same time commending himself
to the suffrages of tl\e Saint, and after bathing in the Well, he was found
* Brother N. Owen, S.J., known as "Little John," is also supposed to have designed the
secret hiding-places at Sutton Place, near Guildford. He died in the Tower from the effects
of torture either in May or November 1606.
1 Challoner, Missionary Priests., vol. ii., Appendix.   (Art and Book Co., London,)